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NOTE: The President spoke at 2 p.m. at the Royal
Botanical Gardens. In his remarks, he referred
to Premier Bob Carr of New South Wales, and
his wife, Helena; Lord Mayor Frank Sartor of Syd-
ney; and Andrew Hoy, equestrian Olympic Gold
Medalist. A tape was not available for verification
of the content of these remarks.

Proclamation 6957—National Great
American Smokeout Day, 1996
November 21, 1996

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
Every day, nearly 3,000 young Americans

become regular smokers, falling victim to
negative influences and provocative adver-
tisements and putting themselves at risk of
diseases caused by nicotine addiction. Nearly
1,000 of these children will die prematurely
and be among the more than 400,000 Ameri-
cans who lose their lives to tobacco-related
illnesses each year. Smoking is the single
greatest cause of preventable illness and pre-
mature death in our society. The use of to-
bacco is responsible for nearly one in five
deaths in the United States, and we antici-
pate that, unless smoking rates decline im-
mediately, more than 5 million people under
the age of 18 today will die from a smoking-
related disease. For a country so deeply de-
voted to the protection of our children, such
numbers are a national tragedy.

Recognizing the urgent need to reverse
these devastating statistics, my Administra-
tion has announced tough, unprecedented
measures to limit children’s access to tobacco
products and to reduce tobacco’s appeal to
children. In support of these efforts, I am
pleased to join the millions of caring citizens
who are observing the ‘‘Great American
Smokeout,’’ an annual, nationwide effort to
help millions of Americans give up tobacco
and to raise awareness of nicotine addiction
and the deadly risks associated with tobacco
use.

Twenty years ago the American Cancer
Society organized the first nationwide Great
American Smokeout. Through the Society’s
leadership, the event has helped millions of
Americans to stop smoking by proving to

them that, if they can quit for a day, they
can quit for a lifetime. In recent years the
focus of the Great American Smokeout has
broadened to include efforts to help our
young people understand that they should
never start smoking in the first place.

Since the inception of the Great American
Smokeout, the smoking rate of American
adults has dropped from 36 percent to 25
percent. Nonetheless, tobacco use continues
to take an unacceptable toll. This year,
177,000 new cases of lung cancer will be di-
agnosed. Moreover, even as the number of
adult smokers has declined, the use of to-
bacco among children is rising.

On this 20th anniversary of the Smokeout,
local offices of the American Cancer Society
are hosting a variety of events, including the
Great American SmokeScream for middle
school students, the Great American
Smokeout Pledge for high school students,
and the launching of an exciting and inter-
active Internet web page for teenagers.

The Great American Smokeout is an op-
portunity for all Americans to renew their
commitment to a smoke-free environment
for themselves and particularly for their chil-
dren. Working together on this day and every
day throughout the year, we can create a
brighter, healthier future for all Americans—
young and old.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim November 21,
1996, as National Great American Smokeout
Day. I call upon all Americans to join to-
gether in an effort to educate our children
about the dangers of tobacco use, and I urge
smokers and nonsmokers alike to take this
opportunity to begin healthier lifestyles that
set a positive example for young people.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this twenty-first day of November,
in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred
and ninety-six, and of the Independence of
the United States of America the two hun-
dred and twenty-first.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., November 22, 1996]
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NOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on November 25.

Statement on the Anniversary of the
Dayton Accords
November 21, 1996

One year ago today, American diplomacy
under the leadership of Secretary of State
Warren Christopher and Assistant Secretary
of State Richard Holbrooke achieved a peace
agreement that ended the worst conflict in
Europe since World War II. Over the past
year, American soldiers, diplomats, aid work-
ers, volunteers, and public servants have
worked tirelessly on the challenges of imple-
menting the Dayton accords. They have
made a world of difference in the lives of
the Bosnian people.

The market massacres, sniper alleys, and
grim campaigns of ethnic cleansing are over.
Since Dayton, we and our international part-
ners have maintained a secure peace, sepa-
rated and demobilized the former warring
parties, held successful national elections,
and started the work of rebuilding Bosnia’s
economy and civil structures. These achieve-
ments have made an immeasurable dif-
ference in the lives of people in Bosnia: par-
ents can return to their businesses and ca-
reers, children can return to schools and
playgrounds, farmers can return to fields and
markets—all without fear of an incoming
round or a sniper’s bullet.

When the Balkan leaders chose peace one
year ago at Dayton, I asked the American
people to do the same by supporting the par-
ticipation of our troops in a NATO-led Im-
plementation Force to help secure the peace.
Thanks to NATO’s strong capabilities, to-
gether with the forces of Russia and other
members of the Partnership For Peace,
IFOR successfully completed its mission of
implementing the military aspects of Dayton
without any combat casualties. In short,
IFOR exceeded our expectations in bringing
an end to a war that threatened stability in
Europe.

American leadership remains vital in pur-
suing our interests and is critical to restoring
peace and stability in places like Bosnia. That
is why I have decided in principle that, until
political and economic efforts can gain great-

er momentum, a smaller follow-on NATO
mission in Bosnia is necessary to complete
the work that IFOR began. But in the end,
it still is up to the Bosnian people, with the
help of international community, to take re-
sponsibility for rebuilding their country, rec-
onciling with their neighbors, creating a
democratic national government, and laying
the foundation for a self-sustaining peace.

Today, I want to personally thank the
many Americans who have worked so hard
to bring peace to the people of Bosnia.

Remarks on the International Coral
Reef Initiative in Port Douglas,
Australia
November 22, 1996

Thank you very much. Premier and Mrs.
Borbidge, Mayor Berwick, Minister Hill and
Mrs. Hill, members of the Great Barrier
Reef Marine Park Authority, and to Minister
Moore and Mrs. Moore, especially to Alicia
Stevens for reminding us what this is all
about today.

Hillary and I and our party have had a
wonderful visit to Australia. We understand
now why it is called the Lucky Country. But
we believe that there is more than luck in-
volved here. Today we celebrate the commit-
ment of a people of this country, of the Unit-
ed States, and people all over the world to
the proposition that we must preserve the
natural resources that God has given us. We
are here near the biggest, best managed pro-
tected marine and coastal area in the world
for a clear reason: Australia has made a na-
tional commitment to be good stewards of
the land with which God blessed you.

I am especially pleased today, as has al-
ready been said, that the Government of Aus-
tralia is honoring the United States by nam-
ing a section of the Great Barrier Reef after
Rachel Carson. Rachel Carson was the great
American environmentalist; she was a marine
biologist. Vice President Gore wrote about
Rachel Carson: She brought us back to a fun-
damental idea lost to an amazing degree in
modern civilization, the interconnection of
human beings and the natural environment.
That interconnection clearly imposes upon
all of us a shared responsibility. To preserve
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